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request, he had punished the robbers of water at a place called Drumkulya, Ocean said sweetly :
'' Thou must build a bridge. Nala the monkey, full of learning and science, is capable of constructing one. I will hold it up and forbid my ferocious aquatic monsters to do damage. Therefore, this very day, let the foremost monkeys begin to construct a bridge/'
So, directed by Rama, those monkeys with alacrity bounded to the mighty forests and began to break down trees and drag them to the shore. And they brought palms and pomegranates, coco-nut and sweek Asoka trees, and purple and red and yellow blossoming trees. Then they tore up mountains and crags and toppled them into the middle of the resounding deep, and there they made an island of trees with blossoming tops. Then they took plummet and line and set about constructing a bridge over the sea that should look graceful and splendid like the Bridge of the Milky-Way that stretches over the firmament.
And the first day they did so much, and so much the second and the third day, and on the fifth the monkeys, leaping and bounding, beheld their labour ended; for spacious, skilfully constructed, graceful, well-paved, and nicely finished, the great bridge appeared like the line where the hair hath been parted on the Ocean's head. And all creatures on earth beholding that bridge over the sea, inconceivable, marvellous, and displaying skill past thought and capable of making the hair stand on end, praised the gods and the monkeys.
Then Rama, bow in hand, led the van of the army, and the monkeys followed, some using the bridge, some swinging beside it, and others bounding up, bird-like. And the noise of their crossing was so great that it drowned the noise

